
National Sikh Chaplaincy Day 1-5 November 2010 
Update Report 
 
Our sincere thanks to all for making this a very special and 
successful event last year 
 
The UK Sikh Healthcare chaplaincy group organised a day of prayer during the week 1-5 November 2010 
in UK hospitals aimed at promoting community links between the NHS and the Sikh community with the 
help of the Sikh Chaplains and members of the Sikh community from various Gurudwaras. The prayers in 
hospitals across the country were held for the well-being, recovery of those who are currently in hospital 
regardless of faith, race or gender. Below is a list of those areas that took part and some comments and 
feedback from the day. For further information please contact sikhchaplaincy@gmail.com 

 
UK Sikh Healthcare Chaplaincy Team: November 2010 
 
The Prayers/Ardaas were successfully conducted at: 
 
Bradford Royal Infirmary by Mr Sarbant Singh Dosanjh, the Sikh Chaplain and 2 other people. 
 
Bradford, St. Luke's Hospital by Mr Sarbant Singh Dosanjh, the Sikh Chaplain and 12 other people 
 
The Bristol General Hospital, Royal Infirmary, Southmead Hospital and Frenchay Hospital by 
Tarsem Singh,President and Giani Ji of Ramgrahia Sikh Temple. Revd Chris Davies said: I hope that the 
new links made will enable us to ensure that Sikh patients receive all the support they need whilst in 
hospital. I also hope that members of staff who are of the Sikh faith may feel able to contact the spiritual 
and pastoral care team for help and support at any time. 
 
Bristol - Callington Road Hospital by Tarsem Singh and Giani Ji of Ramgrahia Sikh Temple. 
 
Mayday Hospital, Croydon by Mr Nirmal Singh Kalsi Secretary, Gianni Bhupinder Singh, Jasmeet Singh 
of Sikh Gurdwara South London and Ravinder Kaur Chana. Ravinder Kaur Chana said: We did Simran, 
Kirtan, Chaupai da parrt and Ardaas. Jasmeet Singh, translated and gave an overview of Sikhi which was 
good. Overall about 12 people attended, many of which are training to become Chaplains. 
Revd Hilary Fife took some photos which will be going up in the Chapel. 
 
St George's Hospital, Croydon by Ajaib Singh Bahra plus one colleague. 
 
Dartford Kent - Darent Valley Hospital by Sukhbinder Singh Sandhu and his mum and her colleagues 

who took part. 
 
Revd Martin Kelly said: It went really well and felt like a breakthrough since I have been trying to work out 
how to encourage Sikh staff (and patients) to use our prayer room and feel that it is as much theirs as 
anyone’s. One of the domestic staff has a son reading theology at university. He attends the local Sikh 
temple and came to lead the prayers. Proud Mum brought many of her colleagues and it was great. I hope 
now the ice is broken. 
 
Doncaster Royal Infirmary by Prithipal Singh and Giani and senior members held prayers and ardaas for 
the sick and also took fruit to be distributed. 
 
Grimsby Diana Princess of Wales Hospital by Boota Singh Gill led the prayers and Baldev Singh Sidhu, 
Daljit Singh Nijjar plus two colleagues of Guru Nanak Satsang Sabha Revd Annabel Barber said: Thank 
you very much for being involved in arranging the prayers here at Diana Princess of Wales Hospital. I am 
sure our patients and staff benefit from all forms of spiritual support that we can all give. This note was sent 
to Surinder Singh Khurana of Guru Nanak Satsang Sabha who successfully arranged the prayers before 
he went on holiday. 
 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital and King George Hospital, Ilford by Arvinder Singh Khalsa, Parminder 
Kondral, the Sikh Chaplains and Cllr Balvinder Saund, Rajinder Kaur Johal, Harmander Singh were also 
present. Parminder Kaur said: At Queen's we held the Japji Sahib/Ardas and then gave thought to the 
shabad "Jagat Jalanda Rakh Le". Although there was no other faiths sangat nor anyone from the 



Gurudwaras, it was peaceful and we remembered all those who were in hospital here and all over the world 
and asked God for their well being and happiness.  At King George we held the same order of prayer and 
gave thought on the chosen shabad. However, the prayer room here was very busy, presumably it 
coincided with the prayer time of other faiths. Again we remembered all the people in the hospital here, and 
all over the world, who were suffering or otherwise and thanked God for everything. Later on when we 
were discussing the shabad, we were joined by 2 members of the NHS staff who specially took their lunch 
break to come and listen to Bani. Cllr Balvinder said: Well done for taking the first step for undertaking 
prayers in the hospitals, we have been asking for the Gurdwaras to do this for years, and you have proved 
it that it can be done. Harmander Singh started a multi-faith prayer room at Canary Wharf and we used to 
share the duties of opening it and closing it at our slotted times. It did not attract too many sikhs at first, so 
we started to hold meetings there and many a time, even if I was there alone, I would do my Sukhmani 
Sahib Path myself. 
 
St Mary's Hospital, Kettering by Giani Harbans Singh, Giani Nirmal Singh plus couple of colleagues of Sri 
Guru Singh Sabha, Kettering Revd Peter Goodlad said: It was a pleasure to welcome these gentlemen. I 
hope they will be able to come again next year. 
 
Leicester General Hospital, in the Hospital Chapel by Ajmer Singh Matharu and Sulakhan Singh Dard, 
the Sikh Chaplains Ajmer Singh said: The prayers for the patients were held at The General Hospital’s 
Chapel in Leicester on behalf of the Sikh Chaplaincy. 
 
Newham University Hospital, London by Parmjit Singh Karir and Sukhdev Marway, Kamaljit Kaur, 
Darshan Sandhu, Harinder Sandhu, Bachan Bains, Hardev Salhotra and Manjit Kaur were all present. 
Paramjit Singh thanked Imam Yunus Dudhwala: I want to thank you for your assistance in arranging the 
special day of prayer on behalf of "UK Sikh Healthcare chaplaincy group". It was very pleasing to see staff 
from various faiths coming to join in the prayer for everyone at the hospital (patients and staff). As you 
know this is a yearly event throughout the UK. However it was the first time we managed to arrange it at 
the Newham University Hospital. I hope with the trust's continued support we can look forward to making 
this a part of the chaplaincy calendar every year. 
 
The Royal Brompton and Harefield, London SW3 by Jaspal Singh and colleagues from Shepherd’s 
Bush Gurdwara Revd. Robert Thompson said: It was absolutely wonderful to host Jaspal and some of his 
colleagues from the Shepherd’s Bush Gurdwara. I very much enjoyed taking part (silently!) in the prayers 
and enjoyed the peacefulness of the chanting. I am hoping that Jaspal will arrange for me to visit the 
Gurdwara so we can solidify some links with the local community. 
 
University College London Hospital, the Hospital Chaplaincy Centre, 250 Euston Road - kirtan was 
done by Harpreet and Charanjeet and Group of Students and 30 people were present. Revd Peter Harries 
said: students from the adjacent UCL performed a service for "bandi chor divas" (Diwali) on Monday 
1st November at 17.00 to 20.00 as well. 
 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, London SE by Sharan Sandhu, the Sikh Chaplain. 
 
The St James Cook University, Middlesbrough by Mr Pagwan Singh and Mr Gurmeth Singh from 
Gurdwara Sri Harkrishan Sahib Ji, Middlesbrough attended St James Cook University today on Diwali to 
ask the almighty god to help the ill and helpless. 
 
Milton Keynes, Willen Hospice by Surinder Singh, Darshan Singh, Ekroop Kaur Kular of Gurdwara Baba 
Zorawar Singh Ji Baba Fateh Singh Ji 
 
Northampton General Hospital by Harkirat Singh the volunteer Sikh Chaplain plus colleagues from local 
Gurdwara 
 
Oxford Radcliffe Hospital by Davinder Singh Gill the volunteer Sikh Chaplain and Rasmeet Chadha. 
 
Royal Preston Hospital by Gurnam Singh, Giani Randeep Singh of Guru Nanak Gurdwara Bhatra Singh 
Sabha Giani Randeep said the ardaas did not take place as Rev Langlands wanted to talk to them about 
how they can help Sikh patients and a link has been established for the future 
 
Northern General Hospital, Sheffield by Surinder Singh Dhillon, the Sikh Chaplain  
 
Shelton Hospital, Shrewsbury by Mr Parkash Singh Dhami and Giani Buta Singh and colleagues of Guru 
Nanak Sikh Temple, Hadley, Telford. Revd Malcolm Potter said: “It was a pleasure to receive our guests.”  



 
 
Mr Parkash Singh Dhami, Giani Buta Singh and colleagues and Revd Malcolm Potter 

 
Southampton General Hospital by Darshan Singh Gill, Ravinder Singh and Giani Ji of Singh Sabha 
Gurdwara Revd Karen MacKinnon said: The prayers went well. It was lovely to see them and I had lots of 
comments from passersby about how nice it was to see Sikhs praying in the Chapel. Many thanks for 
arranging this. 
 
Sunderland Hospital by Prof Gurmit Singh plus 3-4 colleagues of Guru Gobind Sikh Temple of 
Sunderland Sikh Association. Revd Peter Webb said: Everything proceeded smoothly ............. and it was 
a delight to meet Prof Gurmit Singh. We have added him to our list of contacts and I do hope that his visit, 
and prayers, will be the start of a fruitful relationship between the chaplaincy and the Sikh community. 
 
The Peace Hospice, Watford by Rajinder Singh Bhatti. Revd Lynn Bassett said: It was a lovely 
opportunity to meet Raj and welcome him to the hospice, to share experience and join in prayer. 
 
York Hospital by Mrs Gurdeep Kaur Chadha 

 
Ealing Hospital by Bhai Shamsher Singh, the Honorary Sikh Chaplain and supported by the two 
Gurdwaras Havelock Road and Park Avenue Southall and Mr Atma Singh and Mrs Harjeet Kaur Sohal. 
Revd Maggie Davidge-Smith said : We had 13 people attending Sikh prayer of Ardaas in the Multi–Faith 
Centre of Ealing Hospital on the 4th floor, led by our Honorary Sikh Chaplain Bhai Shamsher Singh and 
supported by the two Gurdwaras Havelock Road and Park Avenue Southall . Mr and Mrs Atma and Harjeet 
Sohal …who are our regular weekly volunteers in Sikh healthcare chaplaincy expressed their thanks and 
prayers were offered for all patients and relatives in the hospital and for the work of the staff . As this is 
such a busy week leading to the festival of Diwali we are particularly grateful for the support and care of the 
Sikh temple and management in their desire to offer universal prayer and to encourage the work 
of chaplaincy and to the UK Sikh Healthcare Chaplaincy group for encouraging the event. 
 

 
 
Revd Maggie Davidge-Smith, Bhai Shamsher Singh the Honorary Sikh Chaplain and supported by the two Gurdwaras 
Sri Guru Singh Sabha Gurdwara Havelock Road and Park Avenue Southall and Mr Atma Singh and Mrs Harjeet Kaur Sohal 



West Middlesex Hospital by Bhai Karnail Singh, the Sikh Chaplain of Sri Guru Singh Sabha Gurdwara, 
Alice Way plus 8.Revd Maggie Davidge-Smith said: Here is another event I arranged yesterday at the 
west mid ..there were in fact 9 of usall together including Bhai Karnail Singh with many thanks. We thought 
that we would try to make this a twice yearlyevent at west mid but keep to the once a year with Shamsher 
Singh and the regular monthly prayers at Ealing, we haveprayers booked here at Ealing for December, 
January and February led by Mr and Mrs Sohal and Tej Grewal . 
 
St Bernards Hospital, Southall by Bhai Shamsher Singh, the Honorary Sikh Chaplain of Gurdwara 
Havelock Road. Revd Charlotte Collins said : I'm glad we were able to make it happen and hope we can 
do it again with maybe a shared meal at some point. 
 
St James University Hospital The Chaplaincy Department received a letter from the Multi-faith Group to 
organise a prayer for the Sikh patients during the week beginning 1st November 2010. I asked Chris Swift, 
the Head of Chaplaincy to write to all Leeds gurdwaras inviting them to either take the lead or participate in 
this prayer. The date fixed for this was Thursday 4th November 2010 between 1.15 pm-1.45 pm in The 
Faith Centre, Bexley Wing. As a response two gurdwaras participated. We collectively read Mool Mantra 
for five times, Gianiji did kirtan and sang one shabad (visr gayi sabh tat prayi) and concluded with a prayer 
recited collectively. Prasad of dry fruit was distributed to end the prayer. 
 

 
 
Participants from left to right: 
Standing: Kalbeer Singh, Manjit Singh Suman, Sarwan Singh Dandi, Giani Gurparsad Singh, 
Rev. Dr. Chris Swift (Head of Chaplaincy), Giani Gurbax Singh, Rashpal Singh,Adam Clayton (Chaplain), 
Anne Taylor (Secretary) and Dr. Satwant Kaur Rait (Honorary Sikh Chaplain) 
Sitting: Slinder Kaur Gill, Manjit Kaur Rayit, Mandeep Kaur Lall and Harpreet Lall 

 
This is the first time such an event has taken place in the hospital and it was felt that it was a very peaceful, 
soothing and pleasant experience in which gurdwaras and hospital staff participated. Chaplaincy staff owes 
thanks not only for attending but also a special thanks to Chris Swift who was a great support, Anne who 
prepared the poster and Satwant who organised this. Special thanks must go to the photographer, Ms Sian 
Jarvis, for her professionalism and participation in this event. 

 
Birmingham Hospitals - Queen Elizabeth, Children's, City, Sandwell - Giani Ji from Ramgharia Sikh 
Temple at Graham Street accompanied Mrs Parkash Kaur Sohal the Sikh Chaplain and recited shabads, 
Chopyee and then did the ardaas for the well-being of all in the hospitals. Lots of photos were taken at 
these hospitals but due to space can only display a few. 
 

Walsall Manor Hospital: by Mrs Parkash Kaur Sohal and colleagues from the Birmingham 
Gurdwara. Birmingham, John Taylor Hospice by Mrs Parkash Kaur Sohal and Mr Paramveer Singh 

recited shabads, Chopyee and then did the ardaas for the well-being of all in the hospice. This was well 
publicised by Revd Nigel Schibild and the press was invited and are thinking of involving the national 
papers, if possible, next year. One of the photos taken and the press release is as below: 



 

Revd Nigel Schibild, Parkash K Sohal, Paramveer Singh at John Taylor Hospice 

 

PRESS RELEASE BY REVEREND NIGEL SCHIBILD  
01 November 2010 

Local hospice welcomes Sikh chaplain  

 

To celebrate the National Sikh Chaplaincy Initiative and the opening of their new multi faith room, Erdington’s John Taylor Hospice hosted 

a visit from the Sikh chaplain for Birmingham. 

 

Sikh chaplain, Mrs Parkash Kaur Sohal visited the new multi faith room and met with patients and their families. A Sikh priest, Mr 

Paramveer Singh was also on hand to perform a prayer called ‘ardaas’ intended to promote universal healing for patients at the hospice.  

 

During the visit, Mrs Sohal saw the new-multi faith room at the hospice which was opened for use in April 2010.  The multi-faith room 

caters to people of all faiths (and those without). Next to the multi-faith room is an ablutions room which provides facilities for Muslims 

who wish to use the room for prayer.  

 

Mrs Sohal said “I am very impressed with the new multi faith room at John Taylor Hospice. It is a very important time for all faiths to work 

together and support each other.”  

 

The visit was also an excellent opportunity to encourage Sikh volunteer involvement in the work of the Hospice. Nigel Schibild, Chaplain at 

the hospice said: “We are delighted to welcome Mrs Sohal to John Taylor, as we are very keen to raise awareness and promote our services 

to the Sikh community across Birmingham.  

 

“Mrs Sohal will help us to ensure that Sikh patients, along with their families, receive appropriate religious, emotional and psychological 

support while in the care of the hospice.”  

 

Mrs Sohal works voluntarily as a Sikh Chaplain, providing services to all hospitals and hospices across Birmingham.  

 

John Taylor Hospice is run by NHS Birmingham East and North and provides in patient hospice care, a day unit and care at home to people 

across Birmingham with life limiting conditions and those coming to towards the end of life. The hospice aims to respond to the needs of the 

community and wherever possible cares for patients in their own homes. For more information call 0121 465 2000. 

 

 

 

 


